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The prosperity of English and its future
BRAHKRY: BEFHIGER AR 34F
i}/

This year, unusually, I would like to write my essay in English and its content is
English language because I'm majoring in English language and Literature at
university.

As everyone knows, English is the most famous and influential language in the
world. Now, it is no exaggeration to say that almost all people all over the world study
it from childhood and we see and hear the English language everyday in our daily
lives since it is used everywhere in the world. According to the website of Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) which is based on the
statistical data of Time’ Almanac 2005 published in 2004, more than 500 million
people in the world use English and among them, 400 million people use it as their
mother tongue. We can also understand how influential English is by seeing
statistical data, so it can be said that it has surely been established a strong position
as a universal language which everyone knows. However, have you ever wondered
why English has become powerful and prospered like this? Have you ever wondered if
English will continue to be the universal language? The purpose of this paper is to
reveal causes of the prosperity of English and its future. There are some specific
reasons of the prosperity of English that relates its history, lingual characteristics and
so forth. After discussing them, its future would be discussed next.

First of all, we need to know English history to understand how English has been
formed. Actually, it has not only influenced many languages, but also been influenced
by many languages. It goes without saying that although English is used globally, its
origin came from the U.K which locates at Great Britain. From 4th century, many
Germanic people who came from north Germany, Denmark and Scandinavia
peninsula migrated to Great Britain. Because of this, the language that was originally
spoken in Great Britain was German language which became Old English. Thus, a lot
of English words originated from German language. Moreover, Old Nordic that were
spoken by Danish people who conquered Great Britain in 11th century also affected
English vocabulary. Then, at the period of Middle English, Normans who spoke
French language conquered Great Britain. Under Norman conquest, there were two
types of people’s languages in England. Ruling class spoke French language and ruled
class spoke English language. Finally, English succeeded in reviving as the official

language and people stopped speaking French language. However, the influences of



French on English were so significant that quite a lot of English word such as “beef”
and “pork” came from French. In this way, English has been formed with the influence
of many kind of languages. For these reasons, we can infer the reason why English
prospered. It can be said that since English has affected by various European
languages and there are lot of loanwords from them, people especially in Europe can
easily learn English by finding similarities between their own languages and English.

Secondly, we need to know the history of the U.K to understand how English has
spread throughout the world. As you know, the U.K has been a great and strong
country in the history. From the early modern period to the period of imperialism
when many countries tried to make their national power developed and invade other
countries, the U.K defeated many countries and invaded there. Then, they colonized
many countries such as the U.S, Australia, New Zealand and India that many people
can speak English as their mother tongue today. Particularly, the U.S also became
large country in the world and they have had influences on many countries. Thus,
English spread dramatically and not only such colonized countries but also many
other countries speak English and make it the official language due to the strong
influence of the U.K. According to the website of MEXT which is based on the
statistical data of Databook of the World [Translated from Japanese.] published in
2005, 54 countries make English the official language or the semi-official language.
We can easily know how the U.K strongly affected on languages all over the world by
seeing statistics. For these reasons, we can infer that English has spread throughout
the world because the U.K was so strong country that they won many wars and
colonized countries, which contributed to their strong influence. Therefore, it can be
said that understanding the history is necessary for us to know the causes of English
prosperity.

Thirdly, lingual characteristics should be discussed to reveal why English is learned
by a lot of people all over the world. Why do many people learn English as second
language? Why isn’t Chinese language with the largest number of native speakers
learned? There are some specific reasons why people learn English rather than any
other languages. As mentioned before, in the first place, there are quite a lot of
English-speaking countries and native speakers. Thus, needless to say, if we can use
English, we will be able to have accesses to a lot of information and can communicate
with many people. That means person who can use English can get a lot of benefits
since it is already worldwide language and there are overflowing English information.
In addition, it is relatively easy for learners to acquire English since its letters and

grammar are understandable. As everyone knows, English has only 26 letters called



alphabet and its pronunciation is also relatively easy comparing with other languages.
Also, alphabet is applied to other languages in Europe. In contrast to English, Chinese
are very difficult to acquire. Although Chinese has the largest population of native
speakers in the world, its letters and pronunciation are very difficult. The number of
Chinese letters is said to be more than 10 thousand. People definitely have difficulty
memorizing tens of thousands of letters. In addition, people also have difficulty
pronouncing them because they have some subtle tones. Moreover, regarding its
grammar, it is easy for us to learn. It doesn’t have complex elements such as
grammatical gender and declension which other European languages like Germany
and French have. For these reasons, it can be said that English has been studied
globally and prospered due to its large number of speakers and easiness of acquiring
it.

Lastly, we have to discuss whether English will continue to prosper or not. To come
to the point, we can say that it will. The reason is very easy. As we saw above, now,
English is one of the most important language in the world since there are already lot
of English speakers in the world. As globalization expand more, to contact to people
from abroad, English will become more and more essential means of communication.
Additionally, since science technologies have been developing, we might be able to
obtain more easy way to study English such as highly accurate translator. Many
people already consider English as the official language in the world and the world
where it is natural for everyone to speak English may come. In this rapidly globalizing
world, if we cannot use English, we unfortunately won’t keep up with the world and be
disadvantageous. That’s why English will continue to prosper, and we absolutely have
to study English in case we are unable to follow the world.

In summary, English prospered owing to some reasons such as its historical causes,
characteristic causes and so forth. English was originally from German language
which became Old English. English has not only had influence on other languages,
but also been influenced by many other languages such as Old Nordic and French.
Some vocabularies were brought from such languages, which may contribute to
easiness of acquiring English particularly for European people. We can also know the
causes of English prosperity by understanding the history of the U.K. They were so
strong that they won many wars and colonized many countries. Some countries that
were colonized by them are now English-speaking countries. Thanks to the influential
power of the U.K, English has spread all over the world. Characteristics are also
important. Since English is worldwide language, we can get benefits if we can use

English. In addition, it is relatively easy for learners to acquire English because



compared with other languages, its letters, pronunciations, grammar are relatively
understandable. Then, it can be said that English will continue to prosper in the world.
To keep up with the rapidly globalizing world, it is necessary for us to use English in
order to have accesses to many English information and to communicate with people
all over the world. For these reasons, English has prospered very much and will

continue to prosper, so we have to keep studying it. Do your best!
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