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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY

OF

Baron C. Kikkawa

Reasons for writing my autobiography.--The
reason for writing my autobiography is to let my children
know what my thoughts and motives were, to warn them
against my errors, and to let them profit by my experience.
If T were certain of being able to live until all my
children should reach the age of understanding, 1 would
prefer to guide and advise them, and transmit my will by
the living voice, but as that certainty is not granted to
mortals, I am compelled to use this means to attain my
object. I have thought of making a will and indeed have
attempted it, but I came to the conclusion that I was
not gifted enough to foresee and provide for all contingen-
cies, and that a will unwisely made might be worse than
useless. I have therefore decided to write down the chief

events of my life and incidentally make comments on



them, setting down my motives and experience in each
case, so that my children may, by studying my hfe, find
a guide to theirs. ' ' S

Reasons for writing in English.—My reason for

writing in English is that it is the easiest language for

me to write in.

Necessary imparfeb(‘:ii:ons. As this writing is in-
tended for no eyes but those of my children, I shall not
take pains to choose my language, to follow strict sequence
of events, nor to keep a proper balance between the
various .parts. ,

My birth.—1 was born at SenchGkan on the evening
of the 24tn of the 12th month of the 6th year® of Ansei.

State of society at the time of my birth.—
Although the arrival of Commodore Perry had aroused
the country,. and it was drifting on toward the great re-
volution, still in outward appearance, there reigned a
profound peace ; the government retained its ancient con-
stitution and the society remained unchanged ; the Emperor
lived in Kyoto surrounded by his court, the Shagun held
his sway in Yedo, while all the feudal lords had their
little world in their respective territories. The customs in

the various feudal territories must have been very similar

*January 16th, 1860. (Ed.)



to each other, the only difference being that the greater
nobles and their retainers lived in a somewhat grander
style than the little ones. Our territory of Iwakuni
extended on the one side as far as Yanai, and on the
other it was bounded by the river Oze, while toward
inland it went some four ri among the mountains. The
residence town was divided into two main divisions of
Yokoyama and Nishimi with the Nishikigawa dividing
them. Yokoyama was further subdivided into Shimoguchi
and Kamiguchi, having the castle in the middle. Shimo-
guchi, the portion nearer the Kintai-bashi, was devoted to
the residences of the Kard, the Chtird and other families
of higher rank, while Kamiguchi the other side contained,
the residences of families, not of so high a rank nor so
wealthy, but mostly connected in some way with ours by
ties of blood-relationship. Thus it was probably intended
to have near the castle families that could be most trusted
in case of emergency, as well as to give such families
certain honorable distinction in their piace of abode. At
Nishimi lived the families of middle and lower rank, and
other divisions of minor importance such as Yorozuyadani,
Kawanishi, and Sengokubara were also, I believe occupied
by the middle and lower classes. In villages scattered
over various parts of the territory lived mostly farmers ;

the merchants were chiefly congregated in Nishimi and
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Yanai. Such in general was the disposition of the
population.

My surroundings.—My father lived at castle or
rather a ‘house surrounded by a moat—Otaté (#g) it
was called as distinguished from Oshiro-—-and held his
little court; on the ist day of the year and other cere-
monial occasions the retainers came to pay their respects,
just as people did to ShOgun or just as is done to the
Sovereign now. The house stood where the Kikko-shrine
now does while across the street were the buildings
where all the governmental business was carried on. A

plan is appended :
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(This plan is intended only to give a general idea
and will be found to differ in detail from a good map of
the neighborhood.) *Workshop was where all the timber
were kept and carpentry of all kinds done.



My earliest infaney.—I lived during the earliest
years in the house in which I was born. My oldest
brother and sister had died before I was born and so
there were left only my brother and myself. The rooms

we occupied were somewhat as follows :—
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The persons attending on us consisted of the fol-
lowing :(—

i. Women (certain number). ‘

2. In our youngest years wet-nurses (I believe there
were two for each of us).

3. Maids to the higher class of women attendants.

4. Head steward (man) who was responsible for

- household matters.
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5. Men attendants (Probably about two came every
day).
6. Boy companions (I’robably about 3 or 4 came
every day).
7. Keepers of records and accounts (2).
8. Two head cooks.
g. Servants of lower degree who went on messages,
drew water, and did all sorts of manual labor.
1 was told by my mother that the number of women
was at one time eighteen, and the number of men and
boys must have been about as many, so that we had
between thirty and forty persons attending upon us. To be
sure, the men and boys mostly came in daytime and only
a few staid lover night, but to make up for this the
household physicians, of whom there were eight to ten,
took turns at visiting us every evening. They came at 8
or 9 oclock and made a business of feeling our pulse
whether we were sick or not; they also examined the
urine which was kept for their inspection, the amount
discharged during the day being carefully noted in a book.
The doctors were a jolly lot, and as it was seldom that
their professional services were required, they joked and
were made playthings of the younger portion of the
opposite sex. Our food was carefully cooked by the

headcooks above mentioned and the sample of it always
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tasted by somebody to make sure that nothing injurious
was contained therein. We were not allowed to eat much
fresh fruit (in fact hardly any) so that sweets were much
in. vogue. This will show what unnecessary care was
wasted upon the large number of attendants, the doctors,
the choice of food-—all according to the social and
sanitary ideas of those times. We had a certain amount
of eﬁcercise, but none of the rough plays of boyhood, and
swimming that healthful of all exercises, was denied to
us although our town had special facilities for it. Take
it all in all this method of bringing us up failed to
develop;e physical courage, endurance and self reliance
which come from the proper and healthful exercise of our
mental and physical functions. Tt ’might be added that
the large number of attendants made it impossible for us
to do anything for ourselves, almost everything was done
for us except eating. Iam inclined to believe that many
of the old Daimy®s (altho’ there are exceptions) are very
unskilful with their hands for the reason that these
faculties were not trained in their youth. It may be said
that many of them are very good writers of Chinesé
characters, but I do not think that that fact disproﬁres my
assertion, for these old Daimy6s often spent much time in
learning this polite accomplishment. Such is the ve\‘/il

consequence of not exercising and developing the fa}cuities



given us, it is exactly the case of the parable of the talent
and the good and wicked servant. If this is true of
physical faculties, must it not also be true of the mind ?

There was also another baneful influence brooding
over us; being constantly surrounded by women, we were
told all sorts of tales of hobgoblins, which left a strange
impression on my mind, so that at this age, although I
have no special fear of ghosts or goblins, I still should
hesitate if I were told to spend night alone at the -house
where T was born. v

Morals. My prineciple of bringing up children.
—From experiences above recounted I have come to the
conclusion, that while observing all the rules of modern
sanitation, the children should have proper healthful
exercise, they should be taught to do everything them-
selves so that their physical and mental faculties should
have the greatest possible amount of exercise and con-
sequent development. I regret to note that tirﬁidity and
want of endurance are among the characteristics of my
children, and

My desire.—I desire that, after 1 am gone, my
children should pay special attention to.these points, and
overcome 0Oy sclf cducation faults, which are theirs by
nature or inheritance.

My earliest recolleetions.—In my earliest years



[ 9 ]

there are only very few things worth recording, one day
passed like another, seasons followed each other, and the
simple joys and childish sorrows were not any different
from those common to all childhood. There are however
two events that stand out prominently in my recollection,
they are both fires,—the one the Burning of the school
house and other that of the workshop. Both buildings
being 'so near Senchdkan, that I felt some sort of terror
at the time.

Attack of the Tokugawa foreces on Choshu.—
At last came va time when some change passed over the
eventless career of my life. The attack on Choshii happened
when 1 was six years (I always give the age complete
years) of age; the enemy came as far as Ozegawa and
cannonading was heard on the other side of Isegaoka.
I fled with my mother as far as K&chi, while my brother,
altho’ but ten years of age; remained behind, to be, I
suppose, the rallying point of men and even boys who
were left to fight. In my childish innocence I was all
unconscious of what all this meant, but I faintly remember
the confusion that attended our leaving and I remember
that the women carried daggers, to be prepared for the
worst. 1 believe.that this scene instilled into my childish
mind, tho’ in ever so vague and round about way, that

spirit of preparedness and calmness of spirit in the face of
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danger—qualities acquired by those who are inured to
danger—1 do not, by any means, say that I acquired
those qualities, I only wish to say that such events met
with in the earliest years of childhood have rather a
salutary effect than otherwise. When the danger was
over we came back to town and 1 kept healging,'tho’ but
slightly understanding, of the fighting near Kyoto and in
the north.

The death of my father.
years old my father died. I was called to his bedside as

When 1 was seven

he expired. I was so young that I scarcely understood
what death meant, but I remember distinctly that mist
came over my eyes, as he drew his last breath, and I
felt somehow extremely lonely. Almost this last dying
act of my father was to wave his thin, wasted arms (he
could not speak) over my brother and myself who sat by
his bedside. This act was interpreted for us by our
elders to mean that we should not quarrel, but love and
support each other, and on this I often thought and re-
flected in after years.

Moral—In writing this I desire to recommend the
same to my children; there are many of you; love each
other, be support to one another; and tho’ small differences
may come between you, forgive each other, let not envy,

jealousy, nor ill will come between you; if any one of
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you should fall into misfortune, let others combine to
assist him ; and, finally, if any one of you should be so
unfortunate as to wander from the path of righteousness,
let others combine to bring him back.

My grand mother’s death.—My father’'s death
occurred in March (old style) and in the winter of the
same year, my grand mother died. 4

We go to live in the castle.—After my father’s
death my brother went to live in the castle and be the
head person of our little principality. I followed soon
after and so we were taken out of the hands of women
and were attended to by men. The arrangement of the

rooms at the castle was somewhat as follows :—
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We had about three or four men attendants 'and
about as many boy companions, but no women. At the
offices were two or three chief officials and several clerks
and accountants. These offices were not for transacting
the public business of the principality but only for house-
hold affairs. The public offices were, as above noted in
the buildings opposite; the Karfs, Chiirds, and other
officials who served in our father’s time transacted all
business ; and reports were occasionally made to my brother
and his approval sought, but I think he was too young
to understand the meaning of those reports. There were
also in our household the doctors and the tea-men (Osado)
whose duties were to make tea, arrange flowers, and to
attend to ceremonial matters. 1 cannot make out just
how many persons were employed. In the meanwhile
the war had ceased and the great revolution was an
accomplished fact.

My passion for books and reading.—It had be-
come my custom at this time to have some one read to
me when I went to sleep. The book read was the
Taikdki. As soon as I was able to read, 1 developed a
morbid passion for reading ; T read all day long ; I began
to read as soon as I woke in the morning, I read while
my hair was being done up (according to the fashion of

those days), I grudged the time I had to spend in eating,
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and went at my books as soon as my meals were over.
It was not a mere liking for books, it was a morbid
passion; but such were the imperfect ideas of hygienics
in those days that nobody protested so far as I know.
So I read day after day until I went through the
voluminous contents of Sangokushi and began to devour
Suikoden. Now those about me began to perceive, only
too late, that my health was not satisfactory; so they
tried to take me out into the open air: we tock boat
one day and went down the river; landing at a certain
place, we climbed a hill, when I collapsed all of a sudden.
I was carried back to Senchdkan and was tenderly nursed
by mother through a long and perilous illness. I do not
know what the illness was, but I suspect that it was a
sort of typhoid fever. My habit of life may not have
been the immediate cause of my sickness, but I firmly be-
lieve that the unhealthy mode of my life undermined my
health and predisposed me to illness. 1 notice that Hideko
has a tendency to stick to a thing too long, for instance
writing diary while her hair is being done up, I have
occasionally warned her. Fortunately modern education,
and our mode of life prevents children from falling into
the condition that I did, but if Hideko or any other of
the children fall into this habit, I exhort them to throw

away the books at once and take care of their health.
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Do not forget that a sound mind can only dwell in a
sound body.

Effect of reading on my mind.—I do not think
that the contents of the books I read had any evil effect
on my mind; I did not try to imitate the impossible
adventures of the heroes of Suikoden nor the doings of
Taikd. 1 remember, however, one thing that peculiarly
impressed my mind, and that is a passage in Sangokushi
in which it is stated that the character of Kanwu was to
be kind and gentle to his inferiors, and bold and unyield-
ing to his superiors. 1 thought this worth imitating, and
I have all through my life had a contempt for those who -
cringed toward their superiors or were harsh toward their
inferiors. On the whole 1 had the profit of knowing such
history as those books could teach and becoming acquainted
with the contents of books which are certainly famous
works for popular reading.

My studies.

1 studied at this time with our tutor
(Shimo) Chinese classics and composition, I believe I
read the whole of Rongo, and some of Gaishi, and
occasionally composed Chinese poems. As these were a
little beyond my power, I did not understand what I read.

I zo to live at Qzu.—After my sickness I went
to live at Ozu. 1 believe there were two reasons for

this; the one was to benefit my health after my long
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sickness; the other was to give me the advantage of
living a simpler life than I could at the castle. Those
that made this arrangement for me certainly acted very
wisely, and I was greatly bencfited thereby; there were
still a goodly number of attendants, namely, my chief
guardian (Kagawa Sekkd), one or two male attendants,
one or two boy companions, one clerk, the inevitable
doctor, and several cooks and minor servants; but my life
was freer, I could go about without being looked at and
bowed to by numerous persons, so that I had greater
opportunity to exercise and also to see the life among
the people. It was very unfortunate for my brother that,
being the head of the family, he could not leave the
castle; but he occasionally came to see me.

My two journeys.—It was about this time, although
I can not recollect the exact dates, that I made two
journeys, the one to Yamaguchi on a sort of official visit
and the other to Yanai and neighborhood on pleasure. I
made the journey to Yamaguchi in a grand style riding
alternately on Kago and my diminutive Taishin pony, I
had a large retinue and was treated like a little prince
wherever I went. I was received by Prince Mori at
Yamaguchi and after having a sort of audience of all the
family came back. The.journey to Yanai I made either |

on horse-back or on foot and enjoyed it very much.
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My journey to Osaka.— My next journey was to
Osaka. I believe that these journeys were intended to
prepare me for the greater flight to Tokyo. I went by
the sea to Hyogo and then to Osaka. [1 leave out the
account of my journey thro’ the Inland Sea, as I wish to
give a fuller description of that sea in another place.]

My journey to Tokyo.—It was in the spring of
the 3rd year of Meiji that I started out on the first great
journey of my life—the birdling left its nest forever. My
companion on this journey were as usual one chief guardian
(Chd Schimbei), two men attendants (Kan Shokichi, Inouye
Tadaichi), one boy (Tanaka Teikichi) and a doctor (Utsu-
nomiya).

The Inland Sea.—We set sail from Shinminato,
where great many persons came to bid us good-bye. It
took us, if I remember rightly, about two weeks to get
to Hyogo (in those days the length of the journey was
variable according to the wind). Our little junk could
make but little progress when the wind was favorable,
and when the wind was foul or not blowing or when the
sea was too rough we had to put into a port and wait.
At night too we could not travel. In those days there
were many little ports of refuge with stone piers jutting
out into the sea, forming a basin large enough to protect

the junks from storm. One may see the remnants of
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them now used as places of anchorage by the fishing
boats, and small junks. Most of these miniature harbors
was 2 port to some chief town of a principality, and as
the principalities were a sort of semi-independent state,
each port belonged, so to speak, to a different nationality.
The local dialect, the customs, and the currency differed
at every port. These peculiarities struck forcibly on my
youthful mind; sometimes things displayed. in a shop
captivated my fancy. and sometimes a strange custom
would arouse my curiosity. At sea we had a lazy, com-
fortable time of it drifting among the magic isles. As
said above our progress was very slow even when the
wind was right astern, and so when the wind fell and we
were becalmed, the oars had to be used ; and what are
oars against a comparative big junk? It took hours to
reach an objective that scemed to be right before our
noses. On board the junk, we ate the meals prepared
for us by the sailors, the fish was fresh and excellent,
but the rice and tea tasted salt. The sea air whetted my
young appetite, so that T relished everything. To sum
up the voyage remains among the pleasantest recollections
of my life. ‘

From Kobe to Yokohama.—We reached Hyogo
in due time and took the steamer from Kobe to Yokohama.

She was an old wooden ¢ Side-Wheeler,” brought from
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America, and was named the “ Golden Age.” If we saw
her now, we would probably think a very old-fashioned,
clumsy tub, but in those days she was the most up-to-
date thing in existence, and it was the height of enlighten-
ment to take the steamer instead of going over the.
Tokaidd. Yokohama and Kobe were but lately opened,
but 1 believe that neither the steamers nor the foreign
settlements drew my attention in proportion to their
strangeness to Japan, for everything was new and strange
to my inexperienced eye, so that there was hardly any
distinction between things domestic and things foreign.
On this account, my first contact with foreigners did not
affect my mind, as it would have done had 1 been older.
After what I thought was rather a boisterous passage
(altho’ it may not have been so) we arrived at Yokohama.

From Yokohama to 'Tokyo.—The journey from
Yokohama to Tokyo was made in a coach. Horse-drawn
vehicles were only recently introduced, and none existed
except the coaches running between Yokohama and Tokyo
and a very few private carriages. The drivers were all
or mostly foreigners.

Arrival at Tokyo.—At Tokyo, I lived in a Nagaya
within the grounds of Choshii-Yashiki. After the revolu-
tion, the Daimyds made a present of their YVashiki to the

Govt. and obtained instead new ones, the more powerful
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ones getting of course the best locations. At this time
the Choshii-Yashiki was near Kanda-bashi just where the
departments of Treasury and Interior now are, Satsuma
had the grounds now occupied by the GGovernment printing
bureau, and Tosa was on the east side of Ch&shi, the

plan of the Nagaya allotted to us is as follows 1—
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Thus in a small house with the companions of the
journey above mentioned, I began my new mode of life ;
it was no Jonger the stately existence of a castle but of that
-of any ordinary native, and I believe that my chief guardian
‘Cho took special pains to make me accustomed to this.

A retrospeet.—Hitherto I had been a little prince
surrounded by many‘attcndants, tenderly cared for, every-
thing done and thought for me, so that I was like a
hot-house plant, unable to bear even the natural tempera-
ture of the air, much less to cope with the wind and
storm. 1T therefore believe that both my mind and body
failed to get their natural development.

The School.—Soon after coming to Tokyo, 1 began



to attend Kaisei-gakkd, at one time called Nanks. It was
the seedling out of which grew the Imperial university.
Now I began to make new friends, I met with boys who
were my equals, not my inferiors, teachers who were my
superiors, not attendants. All this change, however,
came naturally to me ; I rather enjoyed it, only I imagine
that I was a little shy among my companions. The
school was attended by the young men mostly of the
Shizoku class, who wanted to get the progressive educa-~
tion and were ambitious to attain some official position
later. I went as a Shizoku and under the assumed name
of Irive JirS, things taught at the school were language
(English, French, or German) and mathematics—I believe
nothing else at that time. I soon evinced a natural
aptitude for learning, and in a class in the English lan-
guage, in which there were fifteen to twenty pupils, I
stood about the third, altho’ I was only ten years old
and there were boys much older. 1 was promoted three
classes, skipping over two intermediate classes, and still 1
kept mnearly at the head; so I received as a reward a
pencil from my teacher, and was awarded a book (Good-
rich’s History of England) from the school. They also
bought a gold watch for me at home.

My brother eomes to Tokyo.—I do not remember
whether it was during the 3rd year of Meiji or the
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following year, that my brother came to Tokyo, accom-
panied by his chief guardian (Shimo) three men attendants,
a doctor, two boys, and an accountant, Now the Nagaya
I occupied being too small, we obtained two or possibly
three compartments of one Nagaya and had them connect-
ed. Here we lived a family of about fifteen or so,
excluding the servants. My brother also attended Kaisei-
gakks, so we attended the school, and went sight-seeing,
and getting acquainted with the great world in general.
Society of the time.—As I recall those times, three
things stand out prominently, namely the idea of change,
the spirit of progress, and the power of the dominant
clans. Change—It was a period of transition ; in outward
appearance the city did not present so motley an appear-
ance as it did later, but things were in a very unsettled
state, after the violent upheaval of the revolution there
scemed to be. still half suppressed agitation under the
surface, just as after a volcanic eruption the uncooled lava
bails and seethes. Assassinations and attempted assassina-
tions occasionally surprised the people. Progress—VProgress,
blind progress, was the ruling idea with some people,
* Bunmel Kaika” was the order of the day. It was the
height of progressiveness to cut the hair, to do away
with the two swords, everything foreign was imitated with

great alacrity, and I suppose foreign customs and institu-
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tions were studied by the more intelligent. The old and
conservative persons looked askance at these new fangled
notions, but, if T remember correctly, the general trend of
thought was toward “Bunmei Kaika,” and I was myself
a follower of that banner. I was among the earliest to
cut my hair and lay aside my two swords. 7V domznant
clans were all powerful and had social intercourse among
each other. Although I lived a simple life while T was
attending the school, still I was occasionally invited, as a
scion of one of the branch families of Choshi, by Kido
and Hirosawa and I believe was once presented to Prince
Y5dd of Tosa.

We move to the house on Awajichd.—In the
meantime my brother went back to Iwakuni and I accom-
panied him a part of the way, visiting Kamakura, Kana-
zawa, Yenoshima, etc. When my brother came to Tokyo
again we moved into the house on Awajichd.

I go to America.—In the winter of the 4th year
of Meiji the ‘great Embassy was to make the tour of
America and Europe, and many were the officials and
students who wished to follow in the train. My guardians
and elders again showed their boldness and wisdom in
deciding to send me along with the party. The problem
was a difficult one ; the question of expense was a serious.

matter, but more serious still was the question of my
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health, and it was a great responsibility for my elders to
assume. Nothing but the prevailing spirit of progress
could move them to this act; it was generally felt that
there was a brilliant civilization beyond the sea, that things
not yet dreamed of were to be studied and acquired, that
sciences which could only be ﬁrought to us by the slow
process of time could be learnt abroad at first hand, and
that the road to future success lay in the study of foreign
things ; therefore the prize seemed to be worth great
sacrifices and one was ready to risk perils and dangers
in order to pluck the golden fruit. I did not consider
such matters deeper, but eager to see new sights, I
entered into the scheme with great zest. The companions
chosen for me were Dr. Tsuchiya and Tanaka. One fine
day we went to Yokohama and put up at an inn to wait
for the sailing of the steamer ; for the idea that ships were
dependent on wind and tide was still so dominant, that
we feared to be left behind if the ship should suddenly
sail. Morecover the railroad was not yet opened and we
could not travel on time. Our ship was the “ America”
of the Pacific Mail S. S. Co, a wooden side-wheeler
which 1 believe was afterwards burnt in the bay of San
Francisco. My chief guardian Chc came as far as the
steamer to see me off, and it was the last that I saw of

that kindly face, for he was dead when I next came back



to Japan. After a voyage of about 24 days we arrived
at San Francisco. [I will not give an account of the
voyage, for it has become histbric.] The sight of the
city from the sea with its tall buildings as well as the
scenes on the street after landing amazed me. Our entire
party which consisted of over one hundred persons was
divided and stayed at three different hotels. The Am-
. bassador and the higher officials were at the Grand Hotel,
some were at the .Lick, and we young men and boys
were mostly quartered at the Oriental Hotel. From San
Francisco we took the rail but such was the imperfect
state of the Union Pacific R’ R. at the time that we were
snow-bound and compelled to stop three weeks at Salt
Yake City. There we put up at a hotel with the high-
sounding name of * American Hotel,” which was kept by
a Mormon assisted by his three wives and fifteen children.
In due time we arrived at Chicago which had just suffered
from the great fire. The party broke up here, the
Embassy going to Washington and some going to New
York and other cities. At first I was destined for Eng-
land, but now we had been long on the way, our funds
were entirely exhausted by the unexpected stay at Salt
Lake City, and we hesitated to cross another ocean and
be so much farther away from home. So by the advice

of thosé better acquainted with foreign affairs, we went



to the city which was to become my second home,
Boston. We joined the party of the present Marquis
Kuroda’s father which included Kaneko and Dan.

Arrival in Boston.—Arrived at Boston we went
first to St. James’s Hotel and then tried to get a suitable
house to board in. 1 remember one cold winter's day,
such a day as I had never before met with in Japan, we
went out house hunting, led I believe by Mr. Homma
Eichirs. 1 do not know it came about but somehow
we had a letter of introduction from Consul Brooks of
San Francisco to Mr. Wm. Brigham of Boston, and by
Mr. Brigham’s efforts we found a home in the family of
Rev. Mr. Charles Nathaniel Folsome of Concord.

A retrospect.—Within the last year or two my
life went thro’ a most violent change: from the quiet of
Iwakuni I issued forth and first tried my weak wings to
soar as far as Osaka, there to take a greater flight to
Tokyo, and then into the great, great world. It was a
very bold act, especially for those days, but a wise one;
- it made my mind and body active and enterprising. it
gave me experience, and it broadened my views.

My life at Concord.

Mr. Folsome’s family con-
sisted of his wife and one daughter who lived at home.
He had besides one son and two daughters who were

away. Mr. Folsome was a retired clergyman over sixty
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yvears old, a type of old New Englander, he was a soul
of goodness and piety, as was his whole family. I lived
with this family from March to August of the year 1872
(if I remember correctly); these six months live very
vividly in my mind mingled with pleasant recollection and
many lessons and experiences that influenced my mind
very much. To a child, days are always long and happy,
it seemed especially so to me at Concord, the child’s
mind is receptive and the new things I saw and heard so
impressed me that these brief days at Concord form a
very important period of my life.

My impressions derived from mnature.—We ar-
rived at Concord when the snow was still on the ground,
then the New England spring suddenly burst forth in all
its freshness and beauty, the river, the pleasant Concord
River, became navigable ; then came the summer and we
made excursions to the neighborhood. I occasionally
went to Boston and it will give an idea how young I was
when 1 say that it was a great delight for me to 'play'
with toy balloons.

My studies.—I read English beginning with Hilbard’s.
fourth reader, I also studied Arithmetic, Grammar, Geo-
graphy, and Composition. Such was the state of Edu-
cation in Japan at that time that even grown up persons

had no knowledge of Geography and sometimes of Arith-



metic; so Dr. Tsuchiya who was nearly 30 years old
found those studies as new to him as to me. I did not
keep up my Japanese, but thought it my duty to forget
what little T knew of it—a duty which. 1 am sorry to
say, 1 faithfully performed.

The influence of my studies and surroundings.
—The regular mode of life with the IFolsomes was a
complete change from the slip-shod sort of existence that
I must have led in Japan. For instance I remember
being asked once at what time I was accustomed to go
to bed, T was at a loss what to answer, it had never
occurred to me to fix the time for going to bed; 1
believe I went to bed when I felt sleepy or approximate
when every body went to sleep by common consent.
The idea of keeping hours was revelation to me. The
purity of life, piousness, and kindness were characteristics
that constantly impressed me in my intercourse with the
members of the family. One day while reading one of
the lessons in my reader the sacredness of frut/z came
home to me with a remarkable force; I fear that up to
that time, without intending to be malicious, I did not
set so high a value on veracity, and secretiveness was
another of my faults; but since then it has been my
principle to tell the truth and to have no secret but such

as were confided to me by others. I think I can now
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sy with a clear conscience that regularity of lwours. truth,
epenncss, sincerily, kecping of promiscs are virtues 1 have
tried to cultivate all through my life, and whoever knows
me will testify to the truth of my assertion.

Moval —The qualities above described are not peculiar
to Concord or New England, but are good anywhere.
You will however find that some people are not so
scrupulous and  will rather call a person a simpleton, if
he carries them out to extremity ; but I assure you my
children that you will be no loser in the long run by
adhering to them, 1 therefore earnestly cxlorz you.

7. Be regular in your habits.

2. Be truthful and sincere.

3. Have no secret (never do a thing which you
are ashamed to tell others).

4. Keep promises (and others will trust you).

5. Be kind to others (and others will be kind to
you).

Religious iufluence of Comeord.—As stated Fol-
somes were a very religious family almost puritanical in
their ideas. Every morning and at each meal prayers
were offered ; on the Sabbath the house was as still as
the house of death, the shutters were closed so that it
was dark and gloomy within and all the family of course

went to church; we had only two meals on Sundays,
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because no cooking was done, and I confess that it made
me very hungry. I remember one Sunday I went out in
the yard and was playing ball, when Mrs. Folsome, a
most gentle and kindly person, ran out of the house and
scolded me (the only time that she ever did so), I did not
then understand the meaning of Sabbath and I was com-
pletely bewildered, but to her eyes my act was a most
grievous sin, for all the family strictly observed the com-
mandments of the Bible.

“——in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant,
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates.”

(Ex. xx.)

All this had a strong effect on my pliant mind but 1
never followed the strict ceremonies and rites of the re-
ligion, nor did I become a Christian, as I shall have
occasion to show later on. I do not intend to influence
my children’s belief, in fact I cannot, for I have not yet
been able to come to a definite conclusion myself, I leave
to their conscience and to their study; but I wish to
recommend to them to read the Bible, as they would
read Rongo or any other good book that had stood the
test of centuries.

Schools in Boston.—In September 1872, I left
Concord with a sad heart, for I liked the Folsome family.
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My object in going to Boston was to attend schools there
and I think that it was a wise move.

The schools attended in Bosten were,

Rice Grammar School, September 1872 to June
1875.

Chauncy Hall School, September 1875 to June
1870.

The course of study was such as was prescribed for

common schools at that time, and, as nearly as I can

remember, was the following,
At Rice School :
Reading ; Hillard’s Franklin Fifth and Sixth
Readers.
Writing.
Composition.
Arithmetic ; Eaton’s Grammar School and Intel-
lectnal Arithmetics.
Grammar ; Kerl's.
Spelling.
History ; Anderson’s United States, Worcester’s
England.
(GGeography ; Warren.
[There was also singing at the school, but I, with
others of my countrymen who attend the school, obtained

excuse on the ground that we had all we could do in
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pursuing other studies. But in reality, we had in those
days the old Japanese notion that singing was vulgar. It
might be said ¢# passant that 1 never learnt dancing, for
[ had the same sort of feeling on that subject.]

At Chauncy Hall School :

Reading ; Irving’s Sketch Book, Scott’s Lady of
the ILake, Shakespeare’s Plays.

Writing.

Composition.

Punctuation ; Wilson’s.

Mathematics ; - Arithmetic, Algebra, Plane and
Solid Geometry, Trigonometry.

Spelling.

Physics ; Ganot’s.

History ; Greece and Rome.

Geography ; Ancient and Modern.

Classics ; Latin and Greek.

Language ; German.

Literature ; Essays and Novels.

Ithus obtained general education, common to American
boys, and my mind must have been moulded accordingly.
1 did fairly well in my studies, for at Rice School 1 stood
generally between 3rd to 7th in a class of about forty :
and at Chauncy Hall I graduated *“Summa cum laude ™

and received first gold medal for general excellence, third
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gold medal for declamation, Thayer Association medal
for English composition. I liked studies and worked
conscientiously. Especially, during the year previous to
entering Harvard, I generally went to bed at 11 and rose
at 5. I do not think I took all the exercises 1 needed.
I liked foot-ball very much and played it whenever 1 had
an opportunity ; but I ought to have taken more walking
exercises in the air. T believe that this want of exercise
deterred me from becoming as robust as I should have.

Families and boarding honses.—I lived at first
with the Dunham’s on OSpringfield Street. It was not a
regular boarding house, but there lodged at the same
time, Miss Allison, a teacher in Rice School, her mother
and sister, Kaneko, Dan, Tanaka, and at one time Dr.
Tsuchiya. Here 1 did not have the benefit of family
influence as I did at Concord, but came more under the
influence of my older companions and of school-mates.
There were, at that time, a number of Japanese, and we
even had a Japanese club, but I associated very little
with my countrymen, and forgot more and more our ways
and language. 1 think it was in '73, that the Dunhams
removed out of Boston, and we had to seek lodgings
elsewhere, I then went with Tanaka to a regular board-
ing house at 293 Columbus Avenue, and later on lived
with the Wheelers at 238 West Canton Street. I became
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acquainted with this family, through my class mate Charlie
Wheeler, a very bright boy, who generally stood at the
head of the class in Rice School. I stayed with the
Wheelers from 1874, or 75, till 1879, and their house
became a home to me. I will not compare them witn
the Folsomes, for the Concord family was an exceptional
family—a most perfect type of the pious, old New England
home. The fact that I went to Concord when 1 was
very young and when the American things were new to
me, may have some weight in increasing my adoration of
the Folsomes, but I believe to this day that my life has
been made better and purer by them. Although the
Wheelers may not come up to this exceptional ideal, still
they were a very nice people and T always called Mrs.
Wheeler mother Wheeler. It was through them that I be-
came thoroughly acquainted with the American family life.
Vacations.—During the Summer vacations, I went
to the following places :(—
1873, Lynn; 1874, Mt. Desert; 1875, White Moun-
tains 7 1876, Trip to Japan; 1877 and 78, Hollis,
New Hampshire, where Mr. Wheeler's brother
owned a large farm; 1879, to Concord, to revisit
the scenes of my early boyhood.
With the exception of my short visit to Japan, T never

went outside of New England.
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Influnence of Boston and New England.—As
young sapling is easily bent and shaped, so the mind of
youth is-most pliable. Livings as I did, between the ages
of fourteen and nineteen, it is to be presumed that my
character was moulded by my surroundings. I am not
able to estimate accurately, what influence each particular
man or event exercised over me, but I believe the general
result obtained was somewhat as follows : —

1st: Spirit of Independence. Had I lived during
those years in Japan, I would have been surrounded by so
many attendants that I should not have learned to depend
upon myself so much. I'remember that one of my earliest
resolutions was to get such an education as would enable
me to earn my living. This I think forms a striking con-
trast to what my thought would have been in Japan, and
indicates a healthy state of mind. I believe that in youth
hardy independence is better than the thought of relying on
others. 1 wecommend my children to cultivate the spirit of
independence so to prepare themselves as to be able to stand
in the world without the aid of others. Although there is
a difference between the independence of a nation and that
of an individual, still that woerd independence repeated' so
often in America had no doubt a subtle influence on my
mind ; the Independence Day, the Independence Centenary

pounded into me the idea of independence.
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2nd: The idea of Equality. Two great historic
events that impressed my youthful mind were the war of
Revolution and that of Secession. From the former 1
received, as above said, the idea of independence, and
from the latter that of equality and humanity. I learned
to be considerate toward my inferiors. I do not know
how it will be in after years, but in Japan of to-day, we
have the tendency of piling all the work on the shoulders
of the humbler class. [ wisk my children to take this to
their heart; Men are equal. The mere chance of birth
does not make one man the inferior of another. If you
wish to rise to high position in life you must do so by
your own merit and effort. Learn also the diguity of
labor. Whoever labors honestly should be reverenced,
and whoever wastes his time in idleness and slothfulness
deserves contempt.

3rd: Sense of Duty. This may have been an in-
herited character but was strengthened by the precepts
of teachers at school and by reading. _

4th: ‘Regularity. The mode of life at school and
in the family gave me a regularity of habit that I should
probably never have acquired in Japan.

sth: Chastity and Sobriety. While I lived in Ame-
rica, I never drank any intoxicants, and in associating

with the opposite sex, I held it my duty to observe the
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strictest decorum. In Japan, force of custom would have
obliged me to drink and to associate with disreputable
women. It was, therefore, a great good fortune that 1
escaped these temptations and was able to keep my life
and thoughts pure.

What T lost by my American education.— ist:
I lost the elementary education of the Japanese language.
I have not since had sufficient leisure to make up this
lost opportunity, and this forms a great drawback in my
social intercourse.

2nd : My habits and mode of thought became dif-
ferent from that of average Japanese. In this way I often
find my ideas fundamentally opposed to .those of my
friends, and T thus lose sympathy with my surroundings.

3rd : I have few friends of youth. I sometimes miss
the society of my school fellows, and the assistance that
such friends may render me. I believe further that in
not having gone into society much during my school
days, I did not acquire early the worldly wisdom, that is
often essential to success in life.

Harvard.—In June, 1879, I passed the entrance ex-
amination, and from October I entered Harvard. It was
with a sense of joy, satisfaction, and pride that I occupied

‘my rooms at 23 Mathews Building. I was the lord of

my own rooms with all the furniture and began to live
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an independent life, T was no longer a boy, but a young
gentleman, associating with other young gentlemen.
Although the four years at Cambridge stand out
vividly in my recollections as the brightest page in my
life, I shall not dwell on all the incidents of that period,
for the University life is common to all who have passed
through that training. Suffice it to say that not only my
studies, but the influence of scholastic surroundings, the
communion with the best minds, and association with the
best class of people, were calculated to give me the best
education possible. The studies I pursued were rather of
a desultory character including such subjects as History,
Economics, International Law, Literature, Languages, &c.
It was my misfortune that my inexperience was not com-
pensated by my own good sense or the advice of others;
but being left to my own whim, my energies were often
misdirected.
However, the course at Harvard rounded out my
education and formed a fit close to my career in America.
Europe.- In July, 1883, after my graduation from
Harvard, I sailed for Europe. After travelling thro’
England, Scotland, H»lland, Germany, Switzerland, France
and Italy, I took the Mail from Brindisi and arrived in
'japan in December of the same year.

The first months in Japan.— Arrived in Japan, I
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felt like a stranger in my native land. T could speak the
language, but had almost fdl‘gotten to read it. 1 knew
nothing of my country. except what I learned in my early
bdyhood. Yet I did not have to study the language and
people as a foreigner. All T had to do was to get used
to my surroundings. 1 of course took a journey to Iwa-
kuni. returning to Tokyo after a brief absence. I then
began to study Chinese classics and literature and so
passed my days until the summer of 1884, when I was
invited by Count Inouye to become a member of the
Foreign Office (Count 1. was then Minister of Foreign
Affairs). I at first declined this offer, because I thought
a position in the Foreign Office might oblige me to go
abroad again, whereas I had already passed too many
years away from home and knew too little of my own
country. At this time my inclination lay more in the
way of continuing my studies and living a scholarly life.
Count Inouye, hoivever, finally prevailed upon me to
enter the Foreign Office, and he has since been my be-
nefactor,v adviser, and never failing friend. It was in the
fall of the year (1884) that I finally entered on my official
life. Count Inouye was just then on the point of starting
on a tour through Yamaguchiken to establish schools,
and I accompanied him. On our way back to Tokyo,

we learned of the disturbances in the Korean capital and
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of the attack on the Japanese Legation. Count Inouye
hastened back to Tokyo and was soon again on his way
to Korea whence 1 again accompanied him.

The change in my mode of life.—1I suppose there
is a time when every boy is rudely awakened from the
dreams of his school life, and finds himself facing the
great world before him. In my case the change was
perhaps more sudden and bewildering than is the casc
with most young people,—

America and Japan, ;

Life of study and books and the life of the real

world.

Such was the contrast. On looking back on those times,
I doubt if I fully appreciated the change, ﬂle change was
so sudden. I failed to realize that in entering this new
career 1 had to dispense with my former habits, that it
was quite impossible to keep regular hours as I did at
schools, that T had to submit to the folly of passing many
hours of waiting on the convenience of my supberiors. as
well as to the drudgery of office work when commanded. v
The change from the sober life of America to the frivo-
lous life of society, from the earnest teachings of books
to the shallow talk of the men of world was not altoge-
ther to my taste.

Moral —My children, especially the boys, will some
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day pass through a like experience. 1 advise them when
such time comes to recognize the fact at once. l.ook the
fact square in the face. Do not feel regret at the fact
that you have to leave behind you a time of scholarly
case {that is if you are intending to enter on an active
life), but plunge at once into your work whatever that
may be. Do not be discouraged if you have to do work
that seems beneath your position or ability ; remember
that in climbing a height you must begin at the lowest
step ; every one has to do that and you are no exception
to the general rule. Take care at the same time nof to
be led into temptation; beware of bad friends; be in-
dustrious, keep your life sober, pure, honest. We have
but one body and one life, and the follies of youth can-
not be made good in later years.

Book recommended.—In starting on life 1 wish to
recommend an excellent work entitled ¢ Getting on in
the World” by Mathews which you will find in my
library.

My life at the Foreign Office.—After I overcame
the first shock of the new life, I rather enjoyed my
work at the Foreign Office, keeping myself fairly busy.
Soon after Count Inouye’s return from Korea, the work
on the revision of treaties was commenced, and I was

placed on the Bureau of Revision. The negotiations un-
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fortunately did not progress favourably and the conference
was postponed “sine die.” 1 then received an appoint-
‘ment to go as the 2nd Secretary of the Legation at Berlin.
Viscount Aoki, then Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, was
very kind to me in this appointment and throughout my
career in the Foreign Office.

In November 1886 I bade farewell to my mother,
brother, and others and sailed from Yokohama. There
were twenty-seven fellow passengers, including Marquis
Saionji, going as Minister to . Berlin, Marquis Tokugawa
and Count Toda, going in the same capacity respectively
to Rome and Vienna with their families and attendants,
Mr. Fujita, attache at Vienna, Mr. Sufu, Councilor of
Legation at Rome, Doctor Yamane and Eguchi, and
others. We had a very pleasant voyage and arrived in
due time at Marseilles.

Rome.—As Marquis Saionji had a mission to Rome,
we went thither from Marseilles, had audience of the Pope
{L.eo x111), and then went to Berlin.

Arrival at Berlin.—It was in the dead of winter
when we reached Berlin. My chief duty was of course
to attend the I.egation; but as my knowledge of German
‘was still very limited, in spite of the fact that I had
studied in America, I took lessons in the language. 1

kept myself quite busy, rising before anyone was up and



going to my teacher, who was also an early riser. I also
made it a point to study or read after retiring from the
Legation, but as social functions occasionally kept me very
late, it was sometimes midnight before I returned to my
lodgings. In that case even I did not go to bed until 1
had finished the works I had allotted to myself for that
day. Fortunately, however, my health was good and 1
did not feel any evil effects from my studies.
Experiences in Berlin.—I was at Berlin at a very
interesting period, for that circle of famous men who
formed the German Fmpire were still living. I had
audience of the Fmperor William, and saw Bismarck and
Moltke. In 1888, known as the Drei-Kaiser-Jahr, the
old Emperor William died, he was followed to the tomb
by Emperor Frederick, and the present Kaiser came to
the throne. In that same year Bismarck made his famous
speech, making public the Triple Alliance. In that same
year too the great controversy raged around the death-
bed of the Emperor Frederick. Thus 1 had the oppor-
tunity of watching on the spot the .events that occurred
on the theatre of European politics; and I was also
enabled to see the life of the European court and diplo-
matic society. Whether I made full and wise use of my
opportunity is another question, I regret to say I did not.

My inclination to study.—My inclination rather
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lay in the way of study. I imagined I could get the
knowledge éf German institutions from books and I read
and I read. I used all my spare time in reading German
books, which' I but imperfectly understood and therefore
could not fully digest. I finally grudged the time I had
to give to my duties at the Legation and to the social
call which my position entailed. So I resigned and went
to Heidelberg (1890).

At Heidelberg.—There were various reasons that
made me chose Heidelberg. The chief among them was
the small number of my countrymen there. All the other
university towns being then fairly crowded with Japanese
students, I thought I would be disturbed in my studies
by them. Another reason that made me chose Heidel-
berg was that 1 liked the town with its fascinating old
castles, its picturesque situation, and English society. At
Heidelberg 1 attended the lectures at the University and
again I read and read, beguiling my leisure hours by
taking walk among the pleasant hills or rowing on the
river.

The death of Shimo.—While I was thus engaged,
happy in the thought ot having so much time to study,
I received a telegram one night. It said ¢ Shimo dead.”
Shimo was the man, who after the death of my father,

took care of my brother and me, taught us, and faithfully
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administered our household affairs. He was the only
one in our household whom 1 knew wéll, and I
trusted him implicitly. During the time that I was in
Japan 1883-7, I paid but scant attention to my household
affairs and knew hothing about it. Now that the one I
trusted and thought of as a second father to me was
dead, 1 felt that a great calamity had befallen me. Ifelt
it my duty to return home and help my brother; so I
at once made preparations and returned to Tokyo (18g0).

Comment. —I thought it a duty as far as my
household was concerned ; but if 1 had still been in the
Government service, the duty to my Government would
have compelled me to remain in Germany, and our house-
hold affairs would have probably righted themselves in
some way without me. I think it was want of patience to
have resigned my position and that it was a mistake.

Moral.—Always consider well before you take a
decisive step. Do not act on the impulse of the moment
but ask the advice of your elders.

After return to Japan.—The first few months after
my. return to Japan were spent in visiting Yamaguchiken.
Count. Inouye was at that time staying at Onoda. He
was there out of office and was employing his leisure in
drafting the House-law (Kaken) for family of Prince Mori.

His idea was to have the family retire to Yamaguchi.
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1 fully concurred with him and entered into his project.
with my whole heart. I also drafted with the assistance
of Moriwaki and others a House-law for our family. I
might have at that time reentered- the Foreign Office,
but somehow I did not have the inclination. 1 entered,
instead, the House of Peers. I was married in April 1892
and then all you childfen began to come. You know
the rest of my history, so I will not take the trouble of
telling it; but I shall ask youn to examine with me the
inner working of my mind, and rightly understand my
views in various matters that I had to deal with during
these latter years.

The House law.-I had advocated the idea of
making House-law, before I went to Germany, that is five
years before Count Inouye made the House-law for Prince
Mari’s family. So it was not a new project for me.

Country residence.— My idea, like Count Inouye’s,
was to have the family have its seat of residence in the
country, and to make a rule of succession, so as to pre-
vent any future controversy in the matter.

The reasons, which, it seems to me, makes the re-
sidence (that is having the scat of residence) in the
country, is the stability of the country life. In the city
there is a constant change and movement of the popula-

tion. Buildings are constantly being torn down to be
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replaced by new ones. A person living on a place on
one day is away on the next and the place thereof
knows him no more ; neighbors scarcely know each other
and can consequently have very little mutual respect or
kindly feeling. In the country it is different; there the
same families live in the same residence for years, the
same familiar object remains unchanged generation after
generation ; so the people come to know each other, to
have common joys and sorrows, pride and humiliation,
and a common interest in their local welfare. Washington
Irving well describes the stability of country life in the
following passage.

“1 mention this peaceful spot with all possible laud; for it is in
such Httle retired Datch valleys, found here and there embosomed in
the great state of New York, that population, manners, and customs
remain fixed; while the great torrent of migration and improvement,
which is making such incessant changes in other parts of this restless
country, sweeps by them unobserved. They are like those little nooks
of still water which border a rapld stream; where we may see the
straw and bubble riding quietly at anchor, or slowly revolving in their
mimic harbor, undisturbed by the rush of the passing current.” (The

Legend of Sleepy Hollow.)

It is in. such a quiet country place that the people
have kindly feeling for each other and an ancient family
having residence in such a place can hope to do some
good to the society around it, and to be repaid by the

respect of the neighbors.
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1 do not profess to know much of England from
personal observation, but from what I have read and
heard, I imagine that the ancient families living for cen-
turies in the country are doing much good by being the
natural leaders to whom the common people look for
guidance and example. They are an ornament of the nation
and are useful institution of the society, and in this way
justify their razson d’étre.

Unfortunately the great revolution in our country has
driven the ancient families to the capital (perhaps fortu-
nately in some respects), there to be engulfed and lost in the
ever changing tide of popular wave. It is only in places
like Yamato where the great owners of the forests have
lived for generations as the natural leaders of the surround-
ing country, that one still finds the rural aristocracy in
Japan. The revolution has changed the daimyds but left
unaffected the untitled aristocracy. My idea is that the
ancient families should have their residence in the country,
not simply for their own good and preservation, but for
the sake of that order and stability which such institutions
afford. '

I must not, however, be understood to mean that I
advocate the residence of the individual members of the
family. All I desire to say is that the sesédence of the
family should be in the country, that the head of the
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family should live at least a part of the year there, so as
to have common interest with the people; but as to the
younger members, let them by all means go out into the
world and brave its dangers—not rot and stagnate in the
country. Above are the reasons, which make the House-
law provide for residence in the country.
Succession.—The next thing that I have to notice
is the succession. In wealthy and ancient families, suc-
cession is apt to become a matter of controversy ; but we
have no choice except to follow the law of the land and
it has been as provided in the House-law. There may,
however, be cases of doubt or possibility of evading the
law. To illustrate my meaning by an example ; the eldest
son may be an idiot, or the legal successor may be a
girl. Under circumstances of this kind, there may arise
doubt or temptation to evade the law. The House-law
cannott provide for all such cases and the only way out
is to appeal to the conscience of those concerned. 1 would

here quote the words of Mencius,—
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* «In the kingdom of ten thousand chariot_s, the murderer of his
sovereign  shall be z4¢ chief of a family of a thousand chariots. In
a kingdom of a thousand chariots, the murderer of his prince shall be t%e
chief of a family of a hundred chariots.” MeNcivs, . 2 in The Chinese
classics, 1861, Vol. 1. {Ed.}
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This means, I take it, that he who is close to a desirec
object has the temptation to evade the law or strain a
point to compass his desires ; and thercfore such persor
should be careful not to be led into evil.

T would further quote the words of Mencius—
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Property.—The third point that the House-law lays
stress on is the property and its management. It says
that the property belonging to the housc (that is inherit-
ed from preceding generation) is not to be divided
or to be disposed of by the will of the head of
the family, but that property belonging exclusively to the
head of the family may be freely disposcd of by his will
(Art. 24). This means’ that property belonging to the
family should be kept compact and not scattered by

* «Ministers will serve their soverciyn, cherishing the principles of
benevolence and righteousness: sons will serve their fathers, and younger
brothers will serve their elder brothers, in the saume wayi—and su,
sovereign and  minister, father and son, elder brother and younger,
abandoning e thought of profit, will cherish the principles of benevolence
and righteousness, and carry on all their intercourse upon them. Bat never
has there been such a state of society, without the State where jt prevailed
rising to imperial sway.” MENCIUS, P, 306, in The Chinese classics, 1861,
Vol. 11, [Ed]
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being divided among its various members. The head of
the family who thus becomes the possessor of the whole
property should not, however, use it (much less squander
it) of his free will without consulting various advisers
provided in the House-law ; because the property, though
legally belonging to the head of the family, was inherited,
not earned by him. Therefore it is his duty to use it
wisely and well, not for his caprices. The property' be-
longing exclusively to the head of the family, that is
property earned by his own exertions may be freely used
by him; for it is well that the head of the family
should earn property by his own exertions if he so may ;
and then it is proper that he should do what he likes
with his earnings. The principle here involved is that
the head of the family should hold inherited property
as his sacred trust to wuse it well; but that he should
not become a machine for keeping money, and should
use whatever he earns by his own exertions, to his own
amusement or profit. ‘
The property is divided into three classes.

(a) The first class fund.

(b) The second class fund.

(¢) Reserve fund.

The reason for so dividing the property is to ensure

its greater safety. Just as a castle is divided into various
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enclosures, or a ship into several compartments, so that
even if one part be destroyed or lost the rest may survive,
our family property is divided so as to save one portion
in case of the loss of another.

Of the three classes of property the first class is
intended to be the most solid. Its function is not to seek
large profit, but to remain secure. Therefore, no pay-
ments are to be made out of this property except the
payments for taxes. So this property has nothing to do

but be lazy, so to speak, and get fat. It was ......... in
the 26th year of Meiji and this year (the 38th year) it
has grown to ......... Out of this property a certain

amount is to be laid aside as smsurance against sudden
losses of the property. The original idea contained in
the House-law was to lay by a certain amount out of
the profit of the 1st class fund, but in practice this has
not been strictly adhered to, ‘and when' the insurance fund
reached 1/10 of the 1st class property, this laying by
was discontinued, and I think it well to have this ratio
of one to ten always maintained.

The 2nd class fund is the most active of the three
classes, for it has to pay the current expenses, salaries,
all the expenses of social intercourse, all gifts and chari-
ties, and all miscellaneous expenses. Its function is there-

fore to get as large a profit as possible. Now large



profit and safety do not always go hand in hand, but the
matter of safety should never be left-out of mind and all
speculation should be strictly avoided.

The reserve fund bears somewhat the same relation
to the 2nd class fund, as does the insurance to the 1st
class fund. The function of the reserve is to meet all
unforeseen expenses of large amount, and to make good
any losses that may occur. It should be kept in ready
money or in form -easily convertible to cash, so as to
meet any emergency. The ratio of the reserve to the ;
2nd class fund should remain at 1 to Io.

These several classes of property are to be kept
strictly apart, and if one class should be obliged to
borrow ready money of another, such money should be
scrupulously returned at the earliest convenience. This
arrangement is rather complicated and troublesome, and
it has been suggested that all kinds of property be given
over in trust to the second class fund, receiving certain
amount of interest on the money so entrusted. Now this
arrangement has the merit of simplicity, and would be
very  beautiful if nothing happened; but that would be
nullifying the fundamental principle of the division of
property. You might as well pull down the walls of a
castle, or level the mounds of a fortification on the grounds

of convenience. Tt would be very well in times of peace,
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but if anything happens, that convenience would be dearly
purchased. Therefore keep the scveral fkinds of property
strictly apart. , '

Relation to the family of Prines Mori.—Another
and most important matter mentioned in the House-law is
the relation between our family and that of Prince Mori.
The study of history will make this sufficiently clear. so
that there is no necessity of going into details in this
place, but I wish particularly to mention the fact that I
owe great personal obligation to the late Prince Mori
(Chtiai-kd) and that in his will he has made a special
mention of me. ‘

General remarks on the House-law.—The other

points of the House-law speak for themselves, so I will

not dwell on th_em. ‘There has been a great stress laid
on the management of property ;‘ but szer are needed for
successful management. First of ‘all the head of the
family, should be so qualified, and he should have men
to assist him. The House-law has been criticized on ac-
count of the undue importance given to property and its
management. 1 fully admit the justice of this criticism.
Property is the means and notrthe end. The head of
the family and its various members should be so educated
and should have their characters so formed as to be able

to ’discharge the duty which in their several positions
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they may owe to the country and society. Here I wish

to quote the words of wise men of antiquity at random :—
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1. “The philosopher Tsing said. <I have heard this from our
master -—the filial piety of Min Chwang, in other matters, was what other
men are competent to, but, as seen in his not changing the ministers of his
father, nor his father’s mode of goverrment, it is difficult to be attained to.””
CONFUCIAN ANALECTS, p. 209, in The Chinese dlassics, 1861, Vol. 1. [Ed.]

2. “When men speak ¢of an ancient kingdem,’ it is not meant
thereby that it has lofty trees in it, but that it has ministers sgrung srom
families which have been noted in it fer generations. ”  MENCIOUS, p. 41, in

The Chinese classics, 1861, Vol. 11. [Ed.]
3. «“The sage knows how to assign the respective tasks to various

men, by making use of their merits and leaving off their demerits, just as
the good carpenter does with his timbers.” [Ed.]

4. “In a State pccamiary gain is not to be considered to be pros-
perity, but its prosperity <«/// be found in righteousness.” TBHE GREAT
LEARNING, p. 244, in The Chinese classics, 1861, Vol. 1. [Ed.)

5. “XLet there be the men and the government will flourish; but
without the men, their government decays and ceases.” THE DCCTRINE
OF THE MEAN, p. 269, in the Chinese classics, 1861, Vol. 1. [Ed.]

6. «Discarding slanders, and keeping himself frcm the sequctions of
beauty ; making light of riches, and giving konour to virtue ;—this is the
way for him to encourage men of worth and talents.” THE DOCTRINE cF
THE MEAN, p. 274, in the Chinese classics, 1861, Vol. 1. [Ed.}
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House and individual.—In making the House-law,
the importance of the house is premised, and its per-
petuation and prosperity desired. As far as I am con-
cerned, my American education makes my inclinations
rather individualistic, I am in sympathy with the man who
said that he would rather be at the big end of a short
pedigree than at the little end of a long one; when a
gentleman once said to me that our family ought to buy
the site -of Umanoyama,® I replied that rather than buy
such a site and perpetuate the land in our family, we
should essay to perpetuate the fndomitable spivit of Moto-
haru in our family, and try to repeat his dieds at all
times.
Now between the extreme veneration of family and
ancestors, and the individualistic tendencies which will

1. «Riches and honours are what men desire. If it cannot be obtained
in the proper way, they should not be held.” ConruciaN ANALECTS, p. 30
in The Chinese classics, 1861, Vol. 1. [Ed.]

2. ¢“Riches and honours acquired by unrighteousness are to me as a
floating cloud.” CONFUCIAN ANALECTS, p. 64, in The Chinese classics,
1861, Vol. 1 [Ed.]

3. Umanoyama is a hill in the province of Hoki where Motoharu, the
great ancestor of the Kikkawa family, with a handful of soldiers, boldly
faced the overwhelming army of Hideyoshi who ordered a retreat without
offering a hattle, making a way for the indomitable spirit of his enemy.

[Ed.]
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robably increase in the futurc, I think there is a happy
ean that would respect our institutions without letting
aem degenerate into effeminate worship of the past, and
nis leads mc to statc my views on the families of
tazoku in Japan. )

The institution of family in Japan.—It is com-
nonly said that society in Japan is based on the
amily and not on the individual, and much stress has becn
aid on the advantages of such a state of things. Now
ithout finding fault with the principle therein involved, 1
ish to ask if the institution of the family works well in
actice. 1 take it that the value of such an institution
maists in the tradition which should cause the descendants

emulate the virtues of their ancestors; in the dignity
hich should make the family an ornament of society
1l a represcntative of order and stability ; and. finally,
the wealth, which should be used vise/y. Now how
yany old familics are there which fulfil these conditions ?
fow many heads of families aspire to imitate the deeds and
irtues of their ancestors ? How many families can hold
neir social position with dignity 7 Are there not somc
escendants who are disgrace to their ancestors? How
1any houses of wealth use their wealth wisely, for the
ood of socicty ?

[ think the only justification for the possession of
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rank and wealth by ancient families is that such positioﬁ
~and wealth are used wort/ely. 1 think therefore that the
heads of such families as well as their individual members
should get such cducation and form such a character as to.
be worthy of their position. Every one is not gifted
with talent or health to do great deeds and make a name:
in the world, but every one can be lonest and diligent
and develop his faculties to the highest point that they
are capable of. There is no cxcuse for using one’s.
opportunities in useless dissipation.

~ As to wealth, the only excuse for its possession is its
wise use. Among the families of Kazoku, there are
families of wealth and families of tradition. It is pérfectly
right for the families of wealth to make the acquisition of
wealth their chief aim, because they obtained their position
by wealth and it is their business to become rich; but
for the families of tradition, wealth should be a secondary
consideration. Of course money is a convenient posses-
sion, and property should be carefully administered, but
wealth should be the wmeans, not the end; it should be
used for maintaining social position, for giving good edu-
cation to the members of the family, and for doing public
good. My intention is to place the property on a firm
and safe basis, so that those who come after me may

be able to use it for the purposes above referred to; they
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will be able to do that on the interest derived from the
property, and I solemnly enjoin on those who may have
the charge of the property in after years, not to make
acquisition of wealth their chief aim, but to maintain it
safe in the position I leave it and use the interest wwisely,

of course increasing the property in a legitimate way.
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1t should be borne in mind that whoever undertakes
to lay the foundation of a great work cannot expect to
live until it is completed and would only mar his work
by trying to hasten. History and every day ecxperience
show that in national questions ambitions and desire for
fame arc great barriers to ultimate success. Whether
family matters should be made a subject of serious con-
sideration by noble minds or not, it is not for me to
decide ; but granted that a family of old descent exists,
whoever is charged with the responsibility of acting as
the link between the past and the future has a sacred
trust. He should remember that the fame of such a
family was not won by him, that the property was be-

queathed, not made by him ; he should further remember

* o Jay the everlasting foundation of yood government for a country

is heyond the accomplishment of one man’s life work.”  [1d.]
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‘that the social position and wealth retained and increased
generation after generation may, if rightly used, do an
immense amount of good to society. It would indeed
be a narrow and selfish view if the position and wealth
were to be used for one’s own luxury or children’s com-
fort ; but if thcy are used for noble works, the aim be-

comes also noble in pursuance.
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